
	Planning Guide

Standard: Listen Actively (1-2)

Goal: Understand and respond to conversations with co-workers about their weekends (1-2)


	What do we need to know?


	How can we learn it?


	How will we show we know it?

	Understand and use vocabulary related to having a casual conversation about one’s weekend. (KSS 1)

Understand linguistic and social conventions related to making polite small talk at work and providing appropriate responses. (KSS 2)

Use several strategies to:

---indicate understanding and appreciation of comments made by  co-workers 

---demonstrate interest by giving feedback and asking follow up questions (such as rephrasing)

---gather missing information

---repair problems in comprehension (KSS 2)

---Use background knowledge to respond with one’s own similar personal experiences (KSS3)

Items in italics refer to dimensions of performance for the Standard
	Session 1 – 30-60 min. 

· Brainstorm possible things co-workers might do on the weekend using past tense, e.g. I went to a party, I went to the park, I went to a movie, I went to the mall, I went shopping, I went to a restaurant, I stayed home. (3-4)
· Using past tense practice asking and responding to simple questions about one’s weekend, e.g.   How was your weekend? I_________     What did you do this weekend? I________________ Did you have a good weekend?  Yes, I______. No, I was sick.  Have students write questions and responses on cards and practice them.

· Practice phrases to indicate understanding and appreciation of the comments made and ask a follow up question e.g. That sounds like fun, interesting, great.
        Did you have a good time?  or I like_____ too. What did you _eat, buy, do there?

· Practice the role plays again, this time encouraging students to keep the conversation going for as many question and answer sequences s possible. 

· Encourage students to practice this kind of small talk outside of class with classmates, family members or co-workers. (5-6)

Session 2- 30- 60 min.

· Review Session 1. Ask students to share experiences they had trying to use what they had learned. Add additional “weekend conversation” language students suggest.

· Work on patterns that allow students to respond with their own similar experiences, e.g. I went shopping too. I bought a_______ Did you do anything else?
· Practice ways to gather missing information and/or repair problems in comprehension, e.g. I’m sorry. I didn’t understand. Where did you go?  I don’t know that word. What is a ___________? Can you repeat what you said? I didn’t understand. 
· Develop a simple rubric.  Have students practice an entire conversation (trying to keep the conversation going as long as possible). Rate each student’s performance.

· Ask students to have at least one conversation with a co-worker during the week. (5-6)

Session 3- 30 min. Summing up

· Use the Using What You’ve Learned worksheet in the toolkit to help students think about what they have learned, including: What did you learn about talking about your weekend? How did you use it (in what new situations)? How difficult was it to talk with your co-workers? How will you use it again? (7) 

· Ask students to think about what else they would like to learn (e.g. students might suggest practicing how to have a casual conversation on the telephone. (8)

	Teacher observation  log

Teacher observation using a rubric to rate performance

Teacher notes on student responses.


Note: Numbers in parentheses refer to steps in the EFF Teaching and Learning Cycle. In a real classroom, this learning activity would be adjusted to reflect emerging goals and on-going considerations in the teaching and learning process.






















































PAGE  
1

